[bookmark: _GoBack]Table S2-1. Forward (Fw) and reverse (Rev) primers used to determine gene expression levels via quantitative real-time PCR. The Alfalfa Gene Index and Expression Atlas Database was used to obtain the coding sequences for the genes of interest which are given as contig numbers. 
	Annotation
	Contig 
	Sequence (5’-3’)
	Amplicon (bp)
	Efficiency (%)

	phenylalanine ammonia lyase (PAL)
	Guerriero et al., 2014 
	Fw: ATGAGGTGAAGCGTATGGTG
	141
	94

	
	
	Rev: CATCCCTAGCAGATTCAGACAG
	
	

	cinnamyl alcohol dehydrogenase (CAD)
	Guerriero et al., 2014 
	Fw: TTCAAAGACTTTGGCCGAGG
	88
	99

	
	
	Rev: TGCCACCATTGTTGGGTTAAG
	
	

	cinnamate-4-hydroxylase (C4H)
	1927
	Fw: CTTGAAAGCACCAAGAGCAC
	82
	94

	
	
	Rev: CACCCTTCTTTTGAGCATCC
	
	

	4-coumarate ligase (4CL)
	100732
	Fw: TGAGGTGCCAGTAGCATTTG
	92
	87

	
	
	Rev: ACACAACCTGTTTGGAGACG
	
	

	caffeate O-methyltransferase (COMT)
	95660
	Fw: CCTCTTCGCCATGCAATTAG
	112
	86

	
	
	Rev: AATTTGAGCACCAGGTCCAG
	
	

	cinnamoyl-CoA reductase 1 (CCR1)
	66309
	Fw: CTGGGATTGTTTGTCTCATCG
	123
	98

	
	
	Rev: GTCGGCACTTGAAAAAGAGG
	
	

	cinnamoyl-CoA reductase 2 (CCR2)
	16287
	Fw: AGACGAATGTGATGCTCGTG
	101
	94

	
	
	Rev: AAGGTGCCTGTTCCATCAAC
	
	

	1,4-galacturonyltransferase (GAUT1)
	67060
	Fw: AGAGCTTTCACCGATTCGAC
Rev: GTTCATTCCGTATGCCCAAC
	98
	104

	ACC-synthtase 1
	19914
	Fw: CTCCCAAATTCTCAACACCTC
	144
	148

	
	
	Rev: GACAAAAGCTGGTGACTCTT
	
	

	ACC-synthase 7
	20122
	Fw: TCTCTCTCTTTCTCCTCCTTCG
	72
	93

	
	
	Rev: CAACACAAGGGTGTTCTTGTTC
	
	

	ACC-oxidase 1
	17355
	Fw: ACATTGAGGGGAAGCTGAT
	132
	157

	
	
	Rev: CAACATCACAGGTGTTCTGC
	
	

	ACC-oxidase 5
	11971
	Fw: ATTCAGACGATCCCACGAAG
	79
	111

	
	
	Rev: TCCCTCCAATTATGCACCTC
	
	

	ACC-oxidase 4
	7336
	Fw: ACTGGGGATTCTTTGAGCTG
	72
	104

	
	
	Rev: TGGTTAACCTCTCCACAGTGTC
	
	

	ETR 2 
	62168
	Fw: TTGGACCTGTTGGATCTTCC
	139
	100

	
	
	Rev: GCACTTGCAGTCAAGGCAAC
	
	

	ERF 1
	35744
	Fw: AAACGACCCAGAAGAGATGC
	131
	104

	
	
	Rev: CGCCTCGATAAGATTTGTGG
	
	

	Reference genes used for normalisation of gene expression

	Cyclophilin
	Guerriero et al., 2014 
	Fw: CAAACTTTCCTGACGAGTCACC
	74
	104

	
	
	Rev: ACGGTCAGCAATTGCCATTG
	
	

	GAPD
	Guerriero et al., 2014
	Fw: CCCTCTCCCTGTACAAAACTC
	90
	99

	
	
	Rev: ACACGTAACACCAACCTTCC
	
	

	PAB4
	Guerriero et al., 2014 
	Fw: GCAAGTTTACGTGGGACCCTTC
	70
	100

	
	
	Rev: GTTGAATTTTGCCCTGTCACCTG
	
	



