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Peters et al. 2011. De vereenvoudiging van onderzoeksverslaggeving, een analysetraject uitgevoerd door de 

Vlaamse universiteiten en hogescholen en de VLIR, in opdracht van de Vlaamse Overheid (EWI).





Classification governance: research disciplines
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Implementation – e.g. FRIS/IWETO codes
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FOS/FORD codes
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ECOOM-UH: uniformisation discipline code lists

Goals:

1. Creating a single Flemish classification for research disciplines
that:

1. covers all research in Flanders

2. provides a semantic definition for all disciplines

3. provides concordance maps to the most prevailing (inter)national
classification systems

2. Implementation of the Flemish research discipline code list by
Flemish agencies and stakeholders

3. Classification governance and quality control



Procedure
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lists
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Classification
development Evaluation



Flemish research discipline code list

 Specifications

 4 levels

 Level 1: 7 codes

 Level 2: 42 codes

 Level 3: 382 codes

 Level 4: 2866 codes

Research reports

Expertise
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Semantics

Interpretation variability

- Linguistic, thematic, situational context

Imagine an apple, a big apple



Semantics

Interpretation variability

- Linguistic, thematic, situational context

Imagine



Semantic (mis)interpretation space



Methodology

From concept  term  definition  review  iterative cycles



Procedure
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Concordances

 In general 1-1

 Some issues:

 1 new code  n old codes

 N old codes  1 new code



Procedure

1. Flemish code 
lists

2. International 
code lists

- FOS/FORD
- ANZSRC
- …

3. Gap analysis

4. Draft discipline 
list

1. FWO expert 
groups
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Classification
development Evaluation Semantics Concordances Implementation



Implementation

 Information providers: many database systems

 FRIS: validator, filters, search application





Future developments – dynamic list

 Classification governance & quality control

 Monitoring international trends

 Registering/investigating missing disciplines

 Text mining

1. Start analysis:

- Automated detection

- Reported gaps

- International evolutions

May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

2. Steering committee

3. Experts
4. St. Com.:

- Update

- Concordance

5. Implementation
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