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In 1970, she and David moved to live in Ilkley and to work at the University of Bradford, 
David as Professor of Statistics and Freda as an Honorary Research Fellow (lecturer 4 years later). 
Whilst at Bradford, several of her research students were from Greece and returned there to be-
come senior figures in academia and government.

In 1983, Freda and David both took early retirement and moved to St Andrews where both 
were given honorary research positions within the School of Mathematics and Statistics. 
Their joint office was soon crammed with research papers, exam materials and books, es-
pecially from Freda’s time as a book review editor for The Statistician and much longer for 
Biometrics. When reviewers were difficult to find, her own brief reviews were highly in-
formed and informative.

Freda was totally committed to all levels of statistical education. Long after retirement, 
she served for 4 years as RSS senior examiner and for 12 years on the Editorial Board of The 
Statistician. She was a committed attendee at Statistics and Mathematics seminars and at inter-
national conferences, at many of which Freda would quietly share her ideas with younger speak-
ers, suggesting new lines of progress.

Research publications poured out. The summation of Freda’s work lay in the invitation from 
Norman Johnson and Sam Kotz to join them in producing a Second Edition of ‘Univariate Discrete 
Distributions’ (1992). This rewriting and updating, doubling the book in size, was substantially 
hers. The Third Edition (2005) attracted even greater acclaim.

Freda was a keen natural historian and an accomplished artist, principally in drawing. She 
was also a regular attender at the interdenominational University Chapel in St Andrews.

Richard Cormack

School of Mathematics and Statistics, University of St Andrews, St Andrews, UK

DOI: 10.1111/rssa.12870  

Pierre Dagnelie (1933– 2022)

OBITUARY The folklore of North America includes the legend of Johnny Appleseed, a man with 
a cheerful and generous nature who planted apple orchards from the east coast to the western 
frontier. He was a man who wanted to share what he had with others as he travelled about the 
country. This quality was recognised in Pierre Dagnelie by the International Biometric Society 
(IBS) when he was presented with their Honorary Life Member award in Cape Town, South 
Africa in 1998.

He began his studies in biological science. His choice was forestry at the State Agricultural 
Institute of Gembloux in Belgium, recognising the need for good statistical practice in his cho-
sen field of study. One thing led to another and he took up the study of statistics and eventually 
joined the Faculty of Agricultural Sciences of Gembloux, Belgium in 1957. Pierre completed his 
studies with a year of mathematics at the University Libre de Bruxelles.
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Pierre was instrumental in the formation of the Department of Statistics and Computer 
Science at the institution in Gembloux and served at its helm from 1965 to 1993 when he retired. 
In the interim, he assumed the positions of Dean (1984– 1987) and Vice- Rector (1988– 1992) of the 
Faculty. After his retirement, he was Professor Emeritus at the Faculty of Agricultural Sciences.

Pierre was elected as an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Statistical Society in 1985, for his con-
tributions to the progress of applied statistics, particularly as applied within biology and agricul-
ture. Pierre was one of the driving forces who helped to revive the Belgian Statistical Society, and 
served on its board for a long time. In recognition of his efforts, he became an Honorary Member 
of the Society, now named Royal Statistical Society of Belgium.

Pierre served the International Biometric Society and its Belgian region in many capacities, 
including service on many of their committees, their Councils, and as President of each of these 
Societies and Editor of Biométrie- Praximétrie. He served as IBS president in 1984– 1985. The 
theme of his Presidency of IBS was internationalism, as he encouraged his colleagues to bring 
the Society into contact with biometricians throughout the world, no matter how isolated.

Above all, Pierre personally shared his work and knowledge of biometry with those at other 
institutions around the world including Africa, South America and his home continent. His nom-
ination for Honorary Life Membership of the IBS credits him as an ‘ambassador of the IBS in 
Africa, in particular Morocco, where he contributed to create a group of members’, having ‘im-
pact and legacy important with regard to the Society’s networks, and advancement of Biometry in 
Developing Countries’, and ‘As a statistical ambassador for Belgium, he even had a special passport 
for his many visits overseas’. Earlier in his career, he was a visiting professor in Aberdeen and 
Edinburgh, during which time he befriended David Finney; they remained in touch until David’s 
passing in 2018. Not surprisingly for somebody with such a strong interest in agronomy, working at 
Rothamsted Experimental Station was a highlight of his career. In his home institution, he founded 
the postgraduate programme in applied statistics, in 1967. Thanks to Pierre, generations of Belgian 
and foreign students have been introduced to statistical methodology and experimental design.

Pierre also shared his knowledge through his writings, most notably, his two- volume ‘Théorie 
et Méthodes Statistiques: Applications Agronomiques’, which appeared in 1969 and 1970 and are 
lauded as extremely eloquently written. The books are affectionately referred to as ‘the bible of 
Saint Pierre’. The book reviewer in Biometrics wrote ‘The present reviewer does not know of 
any other book at the introductory level in which the author manages to give as many mathe-
matical derivations and yet remains within the reach of biologists and agronomists’. Among his 
other major contributions were a book on multivariate statistics, ‘Analyse Statistique à Plusieurs 
Variables’; a practical text on experimental design for agricultural researchers, ‘Principes 
D’Experimentation’ and more than 100 papers in journals and proceedings of scientific meetings.

His writings were motivated to a great extent by his desire to have treatises on the theory and 
application of statistics for those biometricians with French as their mother tongue or otherwise 
principal means of scientific communication. This was particularly important for those biometri-
cians in Africa who had scant access to the statistics literature in their working language.

Pierre has contributed significantly to biometry and statistics in Gembloux, Belgium, Europe, 
Africa and Latin America. Pierre outlived his wife, with whom he had a son, Thierry. He was held 
in great esteem by the professional community in Belgium and abroad, and will be dearly missed.

Geert Molenberghs

I- BioStat, Universiteit Hasselt and KU Leuven, Leuven, Belgium
Email: geert.molenberghs@uhasselt.be
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