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tolerated, with no new safety risks identified. These data 
inform physicians on the longer-term safety profile of 
ofatumumab in people living with RMS.
Disclosure: The study was supported by Novartis Pharma 
AG, Switzerland. The detailed author disclosures will be 
presented in the subsequent presentation.
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Background and aims: Despite the successful therapeutic 
suppression of relapses and new MRI lesions, most people 
with multiple sclerosis (pwMS) experience neurological 
deterioration. Accumulating data suggest that multiple 
sclerosis (MS) in addition to being a disease related to acute 
focal inflammation, involves more widespread, smoldering 
pathogenic processes that impact the entire central nervous 
system from early stages of the disease. Understanding and 
better defining the biology underlying the clinical and 
radiological manifestations of smoldering pathological 

processes remain important unmet needs. Greater 
comprehension of smoldering disease will improve clinical 
management, promote drug research by identifying new 
targets, stratifying pwMS for clinical trials and aid pwMS 
in understanding the causes of disease worsening.
Methods: Fifteen MS experts from eight countries across 
Europe, US, and Canada convened to develop consensus-
driven statements on smoldering disease across multiple 
domains. They employed the Delphi method to anonymously 
establish agreement on a 5-point scale with “consensus” 
defined a priori as >75% who agree or strongly agree.
Results: See Table

Table

Conclusion: This expert panel aims to provide further 
definitions and recommendations to help raise awareness 
and educate the neurology community on smoldering 
disease as well as advise on its implementation into routine 
clinical practice. Full presentation and publication of all 
statements with supporting evidence are expected in 2023.
Disclosure: The concepts and contents of this abstract 
emerged from several meetings facilitated by Sanofi. The 
experts involved are paid for attending the meetings but not 
for any writing efforts. Medical writing support was 
provided by Lionel Thevathasan, MD from LT Associates 
Ltd who was funded by Sanofi.
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