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Abstract (max 300 words):
Approximately 90% of described animal species on the planet are insects. Many of these insects play essential roles in ecological communities and provide several important ecosystem services, such as pollination, pest control and so forth. Though insect species are often neglected by ecologists and derided generally, many insects are declining at unprecedented rates and are threatened with extinction. However, there is a huge gap in our knowledge of insects and invertebrates in general, including their conservation status. For example, the IUCN has assessed 12,718 insect species, which is only a small fraction of the insect world, with around one million insect species described and millions more to be discovered.
Against this background, the presentation would discuss the extent to which the EU Habitats Directive and international biodiversity law protect insects and whether the protection aligns with scientific findings, particularly the IUCN Red List assessments. The study shows that insects are ignored in biodiversity legislation, with many insects not listed in the respective sources. Therefore, international and European biodiversity law is affected by a major blind spot. 
This is further exacerbated by a severe lack of scientific knowledge of insects. With so much scientific uncertainty concerning insects, the precautionary principle plays an important role by requiring protective measures to be taken in case of scientific doubt. 
Following the aforementioned determinations, lines of further enquiry into insects and (international) biodiversity law are suggested, including examining the interaction between law and (ecological) entomology and species bias in international biodiversity law. In addition, theoretical questions that arise when considering the legal protection of insects in international biodiversity law are also considered.
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