
Onderwerp: Confirmation of revised submission to European Transport 
Research Review - ETRE-D-23-00299R1 - [EMID:f0d8465265388a12] 

 
European Transport Research Review Editorial 
Office <em@editorialmanager.com> 
 

do 16 nov 2023, 13:43 
  

aan Brent PETERS 

 
 

ETRE-D-23-00299R1 
Stressors and Stress Mitigation for Occupational Road Freight Drivers: a Focus 
Group Study 
Brent PETERS; An Neven; Hélène Dirix; Veerle Ross; Johan Verbraecken; Jean-
Marie Aerts; Federica Masci; An-Marie Schyvens; Nina Van Oost; Jana Horemans; 
Geert Wets 
European Transport Research Review 
 
Dear Mr PETERS, 
 
Thank you for the revised version of your manuscript 'Stressors and Stress Mitigation 
for Occupational Road Freight Drivers: a Focus Group Study' submitted to European 
Transport Research Review. 
 
You may check the status of your manuscript at any time by accessing the following 
website: 
 
https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre/ 
 
If you have forgotten your username or password please use the "Send Login 
Details" link to get your login information. For security reasons, your password will be 
reset. 
 
We will inform you of the Editor's decision as soon as possible. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Editorial Office 
European Transport Research Review 
https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre 
 
 
This letter contains confidential information, is for your own use, and should not be 
forwarded to third parties. 
 
Recipients of this email are registered users within the Editorial Manager database 
for this journal. We will keep your information on file to use in the process of 
submitting, evaluating and publishing a manuscript. For more information on how we 
use your personal details please see our privacy policy 
at https://www.springernature.com/production-privacy-policy. If you no longer wish to 

https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre/
https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre
https://www.springernature.com/production-privacy-policy


receive messages from this journal or you have questions regarding database 
management, please contact the Publication Office at the link below. 
 
__________________________________________________ 
In compliance with data protection regulations, you may request that we remove your 
personal registration details at any time.  (Use the following 
URL: https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre/login.asp?a=r). Please contact the 
publication office if you have any questions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Onderwerp: Your submission to European Transport Research Review - ETRE-
D-23-00299 - [EMID:c92c249dd66c4ed7] 

 
European Transport Research Review Editorial 
Office <em@editorialmanager.com> 
 

zo 5 nov 2023, 22:15 
  

aan Brent PETERS 

 
 

ETRE-D-23-00299 
Stressors and Stress Mitigation for Occupational Road Freight Drivers: a Focus 
Group Study 
Brent PETERS; An Neven; Hélène Dirix; Veerle Ross; Johan Verbraecken; Jean-
Marie Aerts; Federica Masci; An-Marie Schyvens; Nina Van Oost; Jana Horemans; 
Geert Wets 
European Transport Research Review 
 
Dear Mr PETERS, 
 
Thank you for submitting your manuscript, 'Stressors and Stress Mitigation for 
Occupational Road Freight Drivers: a Focus Group Study' (ETRE-D-23-00299), to 
European Transport Research Review. 
 
Before it can be sent out for review, you need to better describe the author 
contributions. The paper has an unusual high number of authors. There are 11 
authors, and the contribution of each author is not sufficiently explained. According to 
the Springer author guidelines, each author is expected to have made substantial 
contributions to the paper. There are 3 authors listed which only had a review and 
editing task (3 more with conceptualisation contributions), one author with only 
'investigation' and one only with conceptualisation and supervision. Please provide a 
more detailed description of the contribution of each author, and remove contributors 

https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre/login.asp?a=r


who did not have a substantial contribution to the paper. 
 
Please submit your revised manuscript by accessing the following site: 
 
https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre/ 
 
If you have forgotten your username or password please use the 'Send Login Details' 
link to get your login information. For security reasons, your password will be reset. 
 
Please note, if your manuscript is accepted you will not be able to make any changes 
to the authors, or order of authors, of your manuscript once the editor has accepted 
your manuscript for publication. If you wish to make any changes to authorship 
before you resubmit your revisions, please reply to this email and ask for a 'Request 
for change in authorship' form which should be completed by all authors (including 
those to be removed) and returned to this email address. Please ensure that any 
changes in authorship fulfil the criteria for authorship as outlined in SpringerOpen's 
editorial policies (http://www.springeropen.com/get-published/editorial-
policies#authorship). 
 
Once you have completed and returned the form, your request will be considered and 
you will be advised whether the requested changes will be allowed. 
By resubmitting your manuscript you confirm that all author details on the revised 
version are correct, that all authors have agreed to authorship and order of 
authorship for this manuscript and that all authors have the appropriate permissions 
and rights to the reported data. 
 
Please be aware that we may investigate, or ask your institute to investigate, any 
unauthorised attempts to change authorship or discrepancies in authorship between 
the submitted and revised versions of your manuscript. 
 
We look forward to receiving your revised manuscript before 20 Dec 2023. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Karst T Geurs, Ph.D. 
European Transport Research Review 
https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre 
 
Editor's comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
---------------------- 
 
If improvements to the English language within your manuscript have been 
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http://www.springeropen.com/get-published/editorial-policies#authorship
http://www.springeropen.com/get-published/editorial-policies#authorship
https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre


requested, you should have your manuscript reviewed by someone who is fluent in 
English. If you would like professional help in revising this manuscript, you can use 
any reputable English language editing service. We can recommend our affiliates 
Nature Research Editing Service (http://bit.ly/NRES-***) and American Journal 
Experts (http://bit.ly/AJE_***) for help with English usage. Please note that use of an 
editing service is neither a requirement nor a guarantee of publication. Free 
assistance is available from our English language tutorial 
(https://www.springer.com/gb/authors-
editors/authorandreviewertutorials/writinginenglish) and our Writing resources 
(http://www.biomedcentral.com/getpublished/writing-resources). These cover 
common mistakes that occur when writing in English. 
 
 
 
This letter contains confidential information, is for your own use, and should not be 
forwarded to third parties. 
 
Recipients of this email are registered users within the Editorial Manager database 
for this journal. We will keep your information on file to use in the process of 
submitting, evaluating and publishing a manuscript. For more information on how we 
use your personal details please see our privacy policy 
at https://www.springernature.com/production-privacy-policy. If you no longer wish to 
receive messages from this journal or you have questions regarding database 
management, please contact the Publication Office at the link below. 
 
__________________________________________________ 
In compliance with data protection regulations, you may request that we remove your 
personal registration details at any time.  (Use the following 
URL: https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre/login.asp?a=r). Please contact the 
publication office if you have any questions. 
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di 12 mrt 2024, 11:40 
  

aan Brent PETERS 
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CC: jonas.floden@handels.gu.se 
 
ETRE-D-23-00299R1 
Stressors and Stress Mitigation for Occupational Road Freight Drivers: a Focus 
Group Study 
Brent PETERS; An Neven; Hélène Dirix; Veerle Ross; Johan Verbraecken; Jean-
Marie Aerts; Federica Masci; An-Marie Schyvens; Nina Van Oost; Jana Horemans; 
Geert Wets 
European Transport Research Review 
 
 
Dear Mr PETERS, 
 
Thank you for considering European Transport Research Review. 
Peer review of your manuscript is now complete and, in the light of the reports, and 
my own assessment as Editor, I regret to inform you that your manuscript cannot be 
accepted for publication in European Transport Research Review. 
 
Please find the reviewers' reports at the end of this email. Please also take a moment 
to check our website at https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre/ for any additional 
comments that were saved as attachments. 
 
I wish you every success with your research and hope that you will consider us again 
in the future. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Frank WITLOX 
European Transport Research Review 
https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre 
 
Editors' comments (if any): 
 
Reviewer #1: This document provides valuable data but as such is not ready for 
publication. It is factual and descriptive and lacks a research question. The method is 
based on a rather limited study based on three focus groups with a total of about 20 
drivers, selected among 55 drivers. The representativity of the 55 drivers is unclear 
and the representativity of the selected drivers among the 55 drivers is also unclear. 
 
 
Reviewer #2: Thank you for the opportunity to review this paper. While the topic is 
interesting, I find that the manuscript lacks in motivation, methodology and 
contribution. More detailed comments can be found below. I wish the authors the 
best of luck if they should consider developing the paper further. //The reviewer 
 
The introduction starts with stress being an issue for road freight drivers. All is fins so 
far. However, the authors do not convincingly argue for why another study into this 
topic is important. Other studies have already studied the topic. What do the authors 
contribute with that other studies have not? What are the research gaps and what are 
the practical contributions to be expected? 
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On a minor note, I am not convinced of the 1.1, in which, to me, it seems that the 
authors delve into literature that aims to be some sort of theoretical background. This 
would be more suitable in a literature overview. 
 
Methodologically, one concern is the limited data. Two workshops appears somewhat 
weak to be able to point to themes of stress, which is done in the results section. 
Perhaps a survey or some additional interviews could hep this matter? Why did the 
authors decide to rely on these two workshops? 
 
Further, I am not sure about the selection of respondents and how the data collection 
was conducted. If you gather a number of drivers in a workshop and talk about 
stress, is there not a risk that the respondents start talking much about stress, without 
them necessarily being stressed in the first place? How can we be sure that these 
drivers are well suited to discuss stress? 
 
Further, I am lacking references to literature into, e.g., workshops to strengthen the 
overall impression of the methodology. 
 
The results provide some interesting insights and I do like the use of quotes. 
However, the "so what" of the results remain unclear to me. The discussion does not 
relate to any clear field in the literature (does it relate to any literature at all?), and the 
practical contributions are also very vague. Otherwise, this seems to me like a more 
practical that a theoretical manuscript. If so, the practical contributions need to be 
very clear, and the authors still need to relate to previous research in order for it to be 
an academic paper that is to be considered for publication.  
 
 
 
Reviewer #3: Basically, the article is clearly structured and very good to read. 
However, some questions/points remain unanswered, which should be supplemented 
or explained by the authors: 
1) Are there drivers from the same company in the focus groups? The influence of 
company size is not analysed in chapter 3 or 4. 
2) How were the three categories formed? Why was the question not asked along the 
lines of the driving task? And why is the role of driver assistance systems not taken 
into account? 
3) To name 'equipment' (responsibility of a company) in connection with 
'infrastructure' (responsibility of public desicision) incomprehensible. 
4) instead of using 'routing' it should be better to use the term 'driving area' or 'service 
area' 
 
Suggestions: 
1) The article should provide answers to the above points. 
2) The literature analysis should be supplemented by the state of the art on coping 
strategies for stress. 
3) The findings from the focus groups should be compared with the results of the 
literature analysis (unfavourably partially integrated into chapter 3; but not stringent) 
4) In chapter 4 the result of the comparion should be included (additional knowledge 
gain). 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Message from Springer Nature, publisher of European Transport Research Review: 
 
 
 
While we are sorry we cannot publish your work in European Transport Research 
Review, 
 
our colleagues at the Springer Nature Transfer Desk would be delighted to help you 
find the right journal for your submission. This is a free service that provides authors 
with a range of journal suggestions tailored for each article. Please watch out for an 
email from the Transfer Desk with more information within the next 48 hours. 
 
-- 
 
---------------------- 
 
If improvements to the English language within your manuscript have been requested 
we recommend that you address this before submitting to another journal. We 
recommend that you either get your manuscript reviewed by someone who is fluent 
in English or, if you would like professional help, you can use any reputable English 
language editing service. We can recommend our affiliates Nature Research Editing 
Service (http://bit.ly/NRES-***) and American Journal Experts (http://bit.ly/AJE_***) 
for help with English usage. Please note that use of an editing service is neither a 
requirement nor a guarantee of publication. Free assistance is available from our 
English language tutorial (https://www.springer.com/gb/authors-
editors/authorandreviewertutorials/writinginenglish) and our Writing resources 
(http://www.biomedcentral.com/getpublished/writing-resources). These cover 
common mistakes that occur when writing in English. 
 
 
This letter contains confidential information, is for your own use, and should not be 
forwarded to third parties. 
 
Recipients of this email are registered users within the Editorial Manager database 
for this journal. We will keep your information on file to use in the process of 
submitting, evaluating and publishing a manuscript. For more information on how we 
use your personal details please see our privacy policy 
at https://www.springernature.com/production-privacy-policy. If you no longer wish to 
receive messages from this journal or you have questions regarding database 
management, please contact the Publication Office at the link below. 
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__________________________________________________ 
In compliance with data protection regulations, you may request that we remove your 
personal registration details at any time.  (Use the following 
URL: https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre/login.asp?a=r). Please contact the 
publication office if you have any questions. 
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European Transport Research Review Editorial 
Office <em@editorialmanager.com> 
 

wo 11 okt 2023, 11:19 
  

aan Brent PETERS 

 
 

ETRE-D-23-00299 
Stressors and Stress Mitigation for Occupational Road Freight Drivers: a Focus 
Group Study 
Brent PETERS; An Neven; Hélène Dirix; Veerle Ross; Johan Verbraecken; Jean-
Marie Aerts; Federica Masci; An-Marie Schyvens; Nina Van Oost; Jana Horemans; 
Geert Wets 
European Transport Research Review 
 
 
Dear Mr PETERS, 
 
Your submission entitled "Stressors and Stress Mitigation for Occupational Road 
Freight Drivers: a Focus Group Study" has been received. 
 
Before we can further process it you are kindly requested to make the following 
corrections to meet the journal's requirements (please also refer to the Submission 
Guidelines): 
 
1. Please include the following in the cover letter: 
 
*Title of the manuscript 
*authors 
*author affiliations 
*corresponding author details 
*complete co-author email addresses. 
 
2. Please follow the Declaration section format below: 

https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre/login.asp?a=r


 
The below Declaration sections must be included in the cover letter file and not 
included in the blinded manuscript file: 
• Competing interests section 
• Authors contributions section 
 
In light of this, the sub-sections of Declarations below should still be included in the 
main manuscript file in-between the Conclusion and References sections: 
• Availability of data and material 
• Funding 
• Acknowledgements: However, if there are any author information, you may include 
this in the cover letter. 
 
If any of the sections are not relevant to your manuscript, please include the heading 
and write 'Not applicable' for that section 
 
3. A word count should be included in the cover letter. 
 
4. - Please ensure to include the manuscript title in your manuscript file that also 
exactly matches the title on the system. 
 
 
 
 
Please log onto Editorial Manager as an author.  The URL 
is https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre/. 
 
If you have forgotten your username or password please use the "Send Login 
Details" link to get your login information. For security reasons, your password will be 
reset. 
 
Go to the menu item 'Submissions Sent Back to Author', and click on 'Edit 
Submission'. If no changes are to be made in the metadata, please go to the 
submission step 'attach files', and upload your corrected submission. Build the PDF, 
view your submission, and approve the changes. 
 
Thank you for submitting your work to this journal. 
 
With kind regards, 
 
Editorial Office 
European Transport Research Review 
https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre 
 
 
This letter contains confidential information, is for your own use, and should not be 
forwarded to third parties. 
 
Recipients of this email are registered users within the Editorial Manager database 
for this journal. We will keep your information on file to use in the process of 

https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre/
https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre


submitting, evaluating and publishing a manuscript. For more information on how we 
use your personal details please see our privacy policy 
at https://www.springernature.com/production-privacy-policy. If you no longer wish to 
receive messages from this journal or you have questions regarding database 
management, please contact the Publication Office at the link below. 
 
__________________________________________________ 
In compliance with data protection regulations, you may request that we remove your 
personal registration details at any time.  (Use the following 
URL: https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre/login.asp?a=r). Please contact the 
publication office if you have any questions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Onderwerp: TRA2024 | Paper Review Outcome 

 
TRA2024 <tra2024@conferencepartners.com> 
 

vr 15 dec 2023, 16:26 
  

aan Brent Peters 

 
   

TRA 2024 | PAPER REVIEW OUTCOME  

Dear Brent,  

Congratulations! Your paper has been accepted for TRA 2024! 

We are thrilled to inform you that your paper has been accepted for Europe's largest 
transport research, innovation and technology event - TRA 2024, which takes place in 
Dublin from 15 - 18 April 2024. 

This is an incredible accomplishment and an exciting opportunity for you to showcase your 
work and be part of the discussion that shapes the future of transport. We are delighted to let 
you know that your paper (as detailed below) has been accepted for an Oral Presentation. 

Paper Details 
Title Stressors and Stress Mitigation for Occupational Road 

Freight Drivers: a Focus Group Study 

Paper Number 76 

https://www.springernature.com/production-privacy-policy
https://www.editorialmanager.com/etre/login.asp?a=r


Paper Status Paper - Accepted as Oral (ETRR) 

Presenting Author Mr Brent Peters 
Affiliations: UHasselt, School of Transportation Sciences, 
Transportation Research Institute (IMOB) 

 

  

What's next? 

At the moment your paper is being assessed by reviewers from the ETRR journal. This does 
not mean that it will be accepted in the journal, but the ETRR editorial team believe that it has 
sufficient content to merit consideration. The ETRR reviewers will provide you with feedback in 
due course. If your paper is accepted by ETRR, then it will be published in a special edition of 
the journal. If it is not accepted, then it will appear in the conference proceedings. 
 
In the meantime the conference preparations continue, and based on the assessment by the 
ETRR editors we are accepting your paper for an oral presentation. Now that your paper has 
been accepted, it is important for you to confirm your attendance and register online to ensure 
your participation.  

• The deadline for accepted authors to register to confirm attendance is Monday 08 
January 2024. This is an essential step to secure your place in the conference 
programme and have your paper published. 

• Our Early Bird rates for TRA 2024 end on Monday 29 January 2024 
• You can register via this personalised registration link: TRA 2024 - Main Registration 

Please do not share this personalised link as it is linked to your personal record.  

Keep an eye on your inbox for additional instructions regarding the scheduling and logistics of 
your presentations at the TRA 2024 conference. 
 
Please note, all full papers accepted for presentation will be published. The appear in the 
conference proceedings . This will be published by Springer in their book series Lecture Notes 
in Mobility and the TRA Proceedings will be fully open access (CC-BY). 
 
 
Now that your paper has been accepted, it is important for you to confirm your attendance and 
register online to ensure your participation.  

• The deadline for accepted authors to register to confirm attendance is Monday 08 
January 2024. This is an essential step to secure your place in the conference 
programme and the conference proceedings.   

• Our Early Bird rates for TRA 2024 end on Monday 29 January 2024 
• You can register via this personalised registration link: 

Keep an eye on your inbox for additional instructions regarding the scheduling and logistics of 
your presentations at the TRA 2024 conference. 

Please note, all papers accepted for presentation will appear in the conference proceedings. 
This will be published by Springer in their book series Lecture Notes in Mobility and the TRA 
Proceedings will be fully open access (CC-BY). 

http://mail.eventsairmail.com/ls/click?upn=KQShwhJxMeNEp6H0pxx3MwZYbeq4cLC-2FdLFR6yUMIKsFMeZbfFYQvyivxJZw9oFaB5vqU70ySWlyYT3nBwDi6INPzwLsB-2BttNAkWnHec8ZTf3mYHvCaobpJbrCyTVF-2FSiqI69M8Cl-2F78EOqIauNZAJn9R0Pik-2Fzt3MRVxYIy9FZMRVq91NCdsc-2FuERThqsQ9NBIr_4L9rlx8T0V8eG4q6DdZ-2BcNVhhyKHeQYQnAGqfNNM-2B629OXoxEQgR9GvSc8MuR-2BJu49bKxKMnvsrC8v1CEZCRj3WPFK1n-2Bu8ccnPTQTRiFne-2F5B4j-2BPWAKE-2B1SFo1Fru6hbUO19pF4lsKxotlxVkfp459Mlog6MyLLivF9gybrvlHRn26NOcn1pS9L-2BTamVYDZkm7oAqnPry9lOwTMLnOfTvlJmmgsuFJf-2Fyye1bif5j9h25eNwh1iCzugcssozjnFlu-2BDZOXeCOs5vxJleIwkRBaulPZhYz2s46PjqVoKC8F7BwJXfOTsH-2BdHtYLHAeNbDQuNH7HMOZOI0uwKR0VsT-2F7SVrXVwC2jqZt2nyDffRUNfMooUa-2FiFcHSS-2BvXLYXeq50NXiADQh9yH7cYX6QcA-3D-3D


  

 

  

Change Presenting Author  

If the presenting author listed above cannot present at the conference, it is your responsibility to 
complete the following steps:  

1. Ensure that the new lead presenter registers by the deadline.   
2. Email TRA2024@conferencepartners.com with the name of the new presenter to 

ensure that they are correctly listed in the programme.   
3. Deadline to complete these steps is 08 January 2024.  

 

 
Withdraw Paper 

If you no longer wish to attend the conference and make your presentation, please 
email TRA2024@conferencepartners.com by 08 January 2024 so that we can allocate the slot 
to someone else.  

 
We look forward to welcoming you to Dublin in April.  
 
 
Kind regards,  
TRA 2024 Programme Team  

Email: TRA2024@conferencepartners.com  
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