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Limited state of knowledge and data of public perception

— A need for a database that maps public perception across a broad range of species



The WASP project

Effort to collect and systemize public perception data
Two surveys: Animals (WASP-A, ongoing) and Botany (WASP-B, start in 2026)
In WASP-A:

e 385,000 observations of ~2,000 species

e 0 attributes:
o Visual/aesthetic: beauty, cuteness, dangerousness, intelligence

o Knowledge/belief. perceived conservation status, perceived ecological
importance



Estimate

Overview of WASP-A dataset

BEAUTIFUL CUTE DANGEROUS ENDANGERED IMPORTANT_FOR_ECOSYSTEMS
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Diverse patterns
e E.g. Mammals and birds are the most beautiful and cutest groups
e E.g. Endangered and important corals

e E.g. Dangerous reptiles and other invertebrates (incl. spiders)



A focus on fish

200 species sampled from a pool of 7,000 species (IUCN x iNaturalist)
e Covers a wide taxonomic range, but low representativeness within taxa

e Species belong to 200 families, 64 orders, 4 classes

o On average: 3 species/order, 1 species/family or genus

o e.g., Perciformes (8), Beloniformes (6), Beryciformes (6), Characiformes (6), etc.
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Top and bottom 10 species
in beauty and cuteness
(among 200 species)
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Top and bottom 10 species
in beauty and cuteness
(among 200 species)
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Best available iNaturalist images of some aquatic taxa

Dead

Preserved specimen

Low resolution

Blurry

Difficult to spot

Poor color
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First attempt to cluster perception

Clusters

0 - The slightly beautiful

1 - The unattractive

2 - The unattractive and dangerous
3 - The beautiful and cute

4 - The beautiful, dangerous, and
important

IMPORTANT
FOR
Cluster BEAUTIFUL CUTE DANGEROUS ENDANGERED ECOSYSTEMS INTELLIGENT
0 5.26 489 263 449 6.26 351
1 431 4.01 233 3.96 594 2.99
2 I 4.06 373 347 I 452 578 3.54
3 5.64 5.13 3.88 523 6.49 4.58
4 5.61 4.82 535 538 6.87 539
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